
Name: Hugh McLennan (Tommy) Macdonald 
 

 

Service No: NZ402524 

Armed Force: Air Force 

Enlistment At/Date:  

Training: Royal Canadian Air Force, No.1 

Wireless School, Montreal, Quebec 

Course 1: Class 7B. Graduation Date: 

12/04/1941  

Royal Canadian Air Force No.1 Bombing and 

Gunnery School, Jarvis, Ontario 

 

Embarkations:  

Rank/s: Sergeant (Wireless Operator/Air 

Gunner) Royal Air Force, No.99 Squadron 

 

Service: See below 

 
CIVILIAN LIFE 
Address before Enlistment:  
Next of Kin on Embarkation: Twin son of Mr & Mrs. Hugh Allan Macdonald, 31 Hackett Street, 

Ponsonby, Auckland  
Relationship Status:  
Occupation:  
Single/Married: Single 

 
PRISONER OF WAR 
Capture Details:  
POW Serial Number:  

 
MILITARY DECORATIONS 



Medals and Awards:  
 

OTHER DETAILS 
Date of Birth & Place: 3 November 1918 Fairlie 
Date of Death & Place: 29 September 1941  North Sea, Netherlands (Holland) 
Cause of Death: Killed on active service 
Burial/Cremation: Texel (Den Burg) Cemetery, The Netherlands Plot K. Row 4. Grave 89 

 
Age: 22 
Memorial:  

 
MILITARY SERVICE BIOGRAPHY: McNicholl file clipping from unnamed source: Raid on Genoa, Italy 
(by 41 aircraft - 4 lost). 99 Squadron, RAF (Waterbeach, Cambridgeshire - 3 Group). Wellington 
ICT2879 (a presentation machine named Ceylon I) took off at 1924 and apparently abandoned 10 or 
more hours later on the return journey. The Wellington crashed at 0740 near Landsmeer, a few 
kilometres north of Amsterdam. The bodies of three crew members later washed ashore onto the 
Dutch coast, including that of the front gunner, who is buried on the island of Texel at Den Burg. 
Their three comrades, including the captain, are commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. 
Reflecting the increasing “United Nations” composition of the bomber crews, these six airmen 
included members of the RAF, RAAF, RCAF and RNZAF. Some records give Genoa as the target while 
“Bomber Command Losses” states it to be Frankfurt - raids were made on both places this night. 
Time in the air suggests Genoa but the crash site fits either. Captain: NZ401287 Flt Sgt Joseph 
Stewart Parry, RNZAF, age 26, 368hrs, 17th op. Front gunner NZ402524 Sgt Hugh McLennan 
Macdonald, RNZAF, age 22, 148hrs, 8th op 
 
http://www.nfla.nl/T2879.html 
Salvage of Vickers Wellington Mk IC at Landsmeer,  
crashed September 29, 1941  salvaged February / March 1995 
 
On the night of 28/29 September, 1941 the northern Italian port city of Genoa was the target of a 
bombing raid of the British 99th Squadron - 41 aircraft, including 39 Wellingtons and two Stirlings. 
According to the RAF operational record book the RAF's attack was a success. 
However, three Wellingtons crashed and two Wellingtons went missing. One of the missing aircraft 
was the Wellington Mk IC serial number T2879. This unit had taken off 19:20. On board were six 
crew members, one Canadian, two New Zealanders, one Australian and two British. 
 
On the way back to Waterbeach in England the aircraft was hit by flak or enemy aircraft. The left 
engine was hit and the propeller was put into the vane standing in order to reduce resistance as 
much as possible.  
 
It seems the crew did not feel they could safely make it back to England on one engine. They were 
in low cloud and assuming they were over land they put the plane on autopilot, left their inflatable 
behind, and bailed out.   
 
The crew all landed in the North Sea and drowned. Of the six the bodies  Sergeant Ian James 
Robertson and Sergeant Hugh McLennan Macdonald were washed up on the island of Texel. They 
were buried in the cemetery of Den Burg. The pilot, William Raymond Jones Brown, washed ashore 



at the Frisian Harlingen where he was buried. The other three, Sergeant Edward Fieldhouse, 
Sergeant Joseph Parry Stewart and Sergeant Alfred William Musgrave Chapman were never found. 
The bomber flew a few dozen kilometres on autopilot before it crashed at 7:42 in the remote 
Landsmeer Field, north of Amsterdam. Many residents from Landsmeer saw the incident. Also a 
German post to Schellingwoude made mention of the crash. The Germans did launch a recovery 
attempt but the unit was too far sunk in the swampy meadow. Recovery did not take place until 
February 1995, undertaken by Foundation ARG ‘40-’45. 
 
Text on the plaque: 
TO COMMEMORATE THE CREW OF VICKERS WELLINGTON T2879, 99 SQUADRON 
 

• J.S. PARRY 
• I.J. ROBERTSON 
• W.R.J. BROWN 
• H. MCL. MACDONALD 
• A.W.M. CHAPMAN 
• E. FIELD HOUSE 

 
SEPTEMBER 29TH 1941 
 
  



 
 

 
  



USEFUL WEB LINKS FOR REFERENCE: 
1. Auckland War Memorial Museum - Online Cenotaph 

o A comprehensive database of New Zealand service personnel. 
2. New Zealand War Graves Project 

o Contains images and information about New Zealand war graves and memorials around 
the world. 

3. New Zealand History - NZ Wars and Conflicts 
o Provides detailed accounts and images of New Zealand’s involvement in various wars, 

including WW1 and WW2. 
4. Archives New Zealand - War History 

o Access to war-related records and images held by Archives New Zealand. 
5. Te Papa Tongarewa - Collections Online 
Features war-related collections, including personal stories and photographs of New Zealand 
soldiers 
 
DATA SOURCE AND COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
All information and images included in this document have been sourced from various archives, 
databases, and personal contributions. The primary sources include: 

● Your Name here 
● South Canterbury Genealogy Society 
● Auckland War Memorial Museum - Online Cenotaph 
● New Zealand War Graves Project 

 
The content is provided for educational and research purposes. If you have any questions or require 
further information regarding the sources or usage rights, please contact SC Genealogy directly. 
 
 
 
Contact Information: 
South Canterbury (SC) Genealogy 
Website: https://scgenealogy.nz/ 
Email: info@scgenealogy.nz 
Phone: [Your Contact Number, remove if you do NOT want your contact details published] 
 
Please respect the copyright and usage rights of the original sources. Unauthorised reproduction or 
distribution of this content without permission of the owner and SC Genealogy may violate 
copyright laws. 
 

https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph
https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/
https://chatgpt.com/c/e4730794-29e2-4f5b-a498-545da17208a9#:~:text=for%20easy%20access%3A-,New%20Zealand%20History%20%2D%20NZ%20Wars%20and%20Conflicts,-Archives%20New%20Zealand
https://chatgpt.com/c/e4730794-29e2-4f5b-a498-545da17208a9#:~:text=WW1%20and%20WW2.-,Archives%20New%20Zealand%20%2D%20War%20History,-Access%20to%20war
https://chatgpt.com/c/e4730794-29e2-4f5b-a498-545da17208a9#:~:text=Archives%20New%20Zealand.-,Te%20Papa%20Tongarewa%20%2D%20Collections%20Online,-Features%20war%2Drelated
https://scgenealogy.nz/

